CHAPTER V
THE EVIDENCE  OF THE  " SONNETS"
ON May 20, 1609, Shakespeare's Sonnets were
entered on the Stationers' Register, and soon after
published by Thomas Thorpe, under the title of
Shake-Speares Sonnets, without the permission of the
author, or any subsequent protest by the latter,
either as regards the procuring of the manuscript
or its publication.
The Sonnets contained the following dedication:
TO . THE . ONLIE . BEGETTER . OF .
THESE . INSUING . SONNETS
MR. W . H . ALL . HAPPINESSE .
AND . THAT . ETERNITIE .
PROMISED .
BY.
OUR . EVER-LIVING . POET
WISHETH ,
THE . WELL-WISHING *
ADVENTURER . IN .
SETTING *
FORTH .
T. T.
Many conjectures have been hazarded as to the
identity of "Mr. W. H.," the principal being that
the initials represent either William Herbert,
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